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| share this story because it was an opportunity for \\
L

me to help a student while being helped by a student.
I am often surprised by the vision, ambition, and
clarity displayed by new students. | hear freshmen
talk about their plans, aspirations, and goals and | am
often bewildered, reflecting on my freshman days and
the myopia displayed.

| introduced myself to this student along with all
other students and she got back to me quickly. As we
spoke, she started sharing her goals, passion to help
others, and her self-care routine and tips. The
thought crossed my mind that clearly I, the mentor,
was being mentored.

She wrote for the school newspaper, so she asked if
she could interview me for a piece she had hoped to
write on personal habits, experiences, a reflection on
how students were and are coping with the pandemic.
To summarize, being interviewed challenged me to
reflect on my experiences from a different perspective
and appreciate the things | have learned, the people |
have met, and the growth that | have enjoyed.

| know this is meant to be a story about what | have
done for my mentee, but | think just having
discussions with mentees and coming out of the
encounter having grown really
stood out to me.
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It is better to fail in originality
than to succeed in imitation.
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