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Short Synopsis:
Sustainable Megacities: Food, Energy, Water, and the Built Environment

New York Institute of Technology (NYIT) co-hosted with Peking University
(PKU) an important and timely international conference on October 20 in
Beijing entitled Sustainable Megacities: Food, Energy, Water, and the Built
Environment, under the U.S.-China, NYIT-PKU EcoPartnership, a distinguished
ongoing relationship maintained by the universities and their governments.

During his opening remarks, “Hi-Tech, Hi-Ed and Sustainable Megacities”, NYIT
President Guiliano mentioned that the challenges megacities face today are
serious and interlinked. “We need holistic, interdisciplinary, and cross-cultural
ideas. Megacities will also rely on emerging technologies, such as data
analytics.” He added, “Cities succeed because they increase proximity and
information flow, and universities are even better at that, bringing smart, well-
informed people together to address major problems. At this conference we



create and share knowledge and ideas, to help make megacities more
sustainable. We are using the greatest virtues of cities to solve some of their
most daunting problems.”

In his opening remarks, President Edward Guiliano also mentioned the need to
spur dialogue to find solutions that will make life better for their inhabitants
throughout the world and the crucial role universities will play in the decades
ahead. “Universities do significant research and development that help solve
key problems. NYIT is at the forefront here, researching hot cities, water
supply, solar power, and far more. We will absolutely need these solutions for
megacities. We also promote online education featuring environmental issues
in primary and secondary schools, through a variety of interactive activities, to
raise environmental awareness of young people.” President Giuliano said,
"NYIT is setting up the related environmental protection courses as the core
curriculum, teachers and students get the relevant knowledge and bring it to
their family, which also play a key role in the diffusion of education. "

This is the fifth NYIT co-hosted international conference in China since 2010,
with a selected audience of U.S. and Chinese scholars, educators, industry
practitioners, government agency representatives, urban planners,
policymakers, and NYIT students.



